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CLASSIFIED DEADLINES:
MONDAY  NOON

Mascot • 507-872-6492  
office@minneotamascot.com

Showcase your pet!
Send us or bring in a 

favorite photo of your pet 
for a chance to become our 

“Pet of the Week”
Include the owner’s name, as well 

as the pet’s name, breed, age
and favorite activities.

Send to: Minneota Mascot, 
P.O. Box 9, Minneota, MN 56264 or 
email editor@minneotamascot.com

Sponsored by Tri-County Veterinary Clinic

Help Wanted
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For Rent
FOR RENT: Westview Apartments have available to 
rent a 2-bedroom apartment at 700 N. Jefferson St. 
Water, sewer, garbage and on-site laundry included.

$525 per month.

If interested, call Steve at 507-530-6272 
or 

Kathy at 605-480-1547.

Notice
Defensive Driving Class

Initial course: March 29-30, 2023 5:30-9:30 p.m. 
Refresher course: March 9, 2023 5:30-9:30 p.m.
Minneota Public School Conference Room 

Register at: 
 https://minneotahs-ar.rschooltoday.com/home

For more information: 
patty.myrvik@minneotaschools.org 

On sale now at Mascot!
Local author books

 make excellent gifts!

Gail Boe - Lettuce
Dana Yost/Luke Yost - On the 
Porch
Robert Borson - Astra the Flying 
Cow
Scott Thoma - Out of the Blue
Dana Yost - 1940

Call for your spot in the 
professional directory 

today!

Want to get your 
business noticed?

The Mascot
1-507-872-6492

Thank You   
  

Now  

Hiring!  
  

Applications being accepted for:   

***Part time cook position  

***Part time Laundry Aide position with flexible 
schedule- No weekends or holidays required 

*** Part time Assisted  Living Aide 
positions   

combination days/evenings  

(C.N.A. certification not required)  

Call 507-872-5300  or   
visit www.lsfminneota.org to apply  

 

 

On behalf of the John Dero Family, we want to thank you for 
your outpouring of love, kindness, and concern that our family 
has received in the last five months. We have seen first-hand how 
much John was loved by everyone who knew him. Your love has 
blessed us more than we can say. The list is too long to thank 
each one of you individually. You have been the sole source of 
light in our lives these past months. We are eternally grateful for 
your selfless acts of kindness and support.

Thank you to the First Responders, Ambulance Crew, Sioux 
Falls and Marshall Avera Hospitals, and the Lockwood Hospice 
Home. A huge thank you to the doctors, nurses and staff for 
their devotion, expertise and compassion. Thank you to Horvath 
Funeral Services, Father Todd Peterson and St. Edward’s Catholic 
Church.

Finally, thank you to everyone who came to the prayer service 
and funeral. Our family felt the outpouring of your love.

With Heartfelt Gratitude,
The Dero Family

MINNEOTA FFA
2023 BREAKFAST
Sunday, Feb. 26

8 a.m. - Noon

ALL PROCEEDS SUPPORT THE FFA CHAPTER

Held in the
High School 

cafeteria
(Free will donation)

Josephson Continued from Page 1

Josephson, who graduated from Minneota 
High School in 1969, tries to return to Minneota 
once a year. Her last trip here was in 2019 for her 
50th class reunion during Boxelder Bug Days. 
Her late father, Frank, was the coordinator for 
Bug Days for many years.

"Then Covid hit us all and I did not travel out-
side Vopnafjörður for a year or so," she said. "I 
hope to find a few weeks for a true visit."

In 1994, the year of the 100th anniversary of 
the Icelandic emigrations, Josephson and 26 of 
her relatives embarked on a trip to Iceland to 
learn about the culture while also celebrating 
the anniversary.

While in Iceland, Josephson soon realized that 
was the place she wanted to be.

"Everything about the country appealed to 
me," she said during her 2019 trip to Minneota. 
"I had a strong feeling that I had found a home 
there."

Upon her return to the United States from that 
trip, Josephson sold her home and six months 
later had moved to Iceland. She has been there 
ever since.

It was while working a fish plant in 1998 that 
she met and eventually married Sverrir Asgrim-
son in August of 2004.

"Sverrir was the foreman at the fish plant, and 
spoke English. I knew almost no Icelandic," Jo-
sephson noted. "He helped me learn the basics of 
cutting and packing fish."

She has had various jobs besides cleaning and 
packing fish while in Iceland such as cleaning in 

a nursing home, and running a Bed & Breakfast 
out of her home from 1998-2015.

"I realized it was time to stop that because my 
husband was doing all the work while I was 'gad-
ding about'." she told. 

Josephson also took up painting and drawing 
in 1997.

"It was mostly Icelandic landscapes, and I was 
pleased and surprised when people wanted to 
buy them," she said. "I also printed out greeting 
cards of my better drawings and had them for 
sale."

Currently, she customizes brochures for 
Walking Guides for summer visitors to utilize 
the trails in Vopnafjörður and also a larger one 
for the local turf house museum.

"I am in a sort of fake retirement," she joked. "I 
still keep myself very busy volunteering."

It is her vast volunteer work that she received 
the Order of the Falcon. Beginning in 2002 
until the present, Josephson had been a board 
member for the East Iceland Emigration Center 
in Vopnafjörður, including the chairman of the 
board since 2012. 

"My role is also as genealogist for the group," 
she explained. "It is this work which apparent-
ly was the impetus for awarding me the Order 
of the Falcon. The focus of our group is to re-
establish lost connections between Icelanders 
and their cousins in North America. Nearly all 
of the Icelanders who settled in southwestern 
Minnesota from 1878-1910 were from East Ice-
land. About 300 were from Vopnafjörður. When 
'Western Icelanders' come to visit, our group or-
ganizes reunions, suppers, coffee and cake, and 

drives them to visit the farm where their ances-
tors lived."

Beginning in 2013, Josephson was a volun-
teer genealogist for Icelandic Roots, a non-profit 
organization. In 2017, she was hired to handle 
memberships.

"Icelandic Roots supports the Emigration 
Center in Vopnafjörður," she said. "So, I feel an 
obligation to help in return, plus it's run by a 

wonderful group of dedicated volunteers."
Josephson was driving home from the Emi-

gration Center when she received a call from an 
individual from the office of Iceland's president, 
asking if she would be willing to accept the Or-
der of the Falcon. 

"My initial reaction was surprise," she said. 
"I had never thought something like this would 
land in my lap".

This year’s recipients of the Order of the Falcon award received their medals at the home of Ice-
land President Gudni Th. Johannesson and his wife, Eliza Jean Reid. Contributed photo. 
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CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
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(855) 984-8982

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!
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