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Record
14-0

Minneota 58,
Sleepy Eye 7

Minneota 48,
Dawson-B. 21

Minneota 53,
Canby 0

Minneota 39,
Yellow Medicine
East 0

Minneota 59,

O rtonvil Ie 20 ‘With a big smile on his face, and in front of the Minnesota State High School cameraman, Isaac Hennen hoisted the Class A State Championship trophy
for all the Minneota fans to see. Photo for The Mascot by Brian Jeremiason.

Minneota 65,
Springfield 7
z1pliinig, 6 - y
ost improved team, from Day
Lakeview 7 L)
Minneota 48, By Byron Higgin A
. Mascot Sports Editor ’
Lac qui Parle ’
Valley 14 “This is truly a special event. Each one is a constant reminder of how big a deal this
y is — and credit goes to everyone in this room, said Coach Chad Johnston (right).
SECTION 5A “This has been the most improved team, from Day 1,” said Activities Director and Of-
fensive Coordinator Matt Myrvik.
PLAYOFFS ‘This state championship, while the talent was there, was not a given when the season
started.
Minneota 80, At the Welcome Home Saturday night, a jam-packed, standing only crowd heard
. . Coach Johnston say, “When we went into the year, we had a lot of pieces in place — but
Yellow Medicine our biggest unknown was the offensive line. We lost four linemen to graduation and they
are such a big part of the game””
East 6 He added, “But this group stepped up every week and they got better and better.”
: ‘The coach said, “They became an even better team than I thought they would be.”
Minneota 28, He said two words stood out about this team. They are: “Execution — and physicality”
DaWSO n- Boyd 0 Improved team/Page 6

Minneota 35,
BOLD 22
STATE
PLAYOFFS
Minneota 34,
Mahomen 22
Minneota 54,
Mayer Luth. 21
STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP
Minneota 28,
Wabasso 13

A composite of Minneota playing Wabasso at the US Bank Stadium. Minneota players are: Mitchell Rost (52), Ethan Krier (72), Ty Lipinski (73), Isaac
Hennen (24 carrying the ball), Shawn Buysse (55), Alex Pohlen (12) and Cole Sanow (13). Photo Illustration by Brian Jeremiason.
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Grinding

e[saac Hennen rushes 34
times for 294 yards, three
touchdowns and a
two-point conversion.

By Byron Higgin
Mascot Sports Editor

Wabasso, fresh off a state tournament appearance
last year, and ranked No. 1 in Class A, took their bid
to win their second straight game over Minneota into
the Class A State Finals Saturday morning.

The Rabbits, the only team to beat Minneota in
the last 50 games, finally got its chance for a first state
championship.

However, Minneota, a six-time winner, hoped to
avenge the loss to Wabasso in the Section 5A semi-
finals a year ago.

In the end — it was Minneota who came away with
the state championship, 28-13 behind 294 yards rush-
ing from Isaac Hennen on 34 carries.

"Wabasso is a very good football team,” said Min-
neota Coach Chad Johnston. "But we did an excellent
job. This team surpassed the level we set for them."

After it was over, Wabasso Coach Joe Kemp agreed.

“We expected this kind of thing out of Minneota.
‘They come at you hard in the box (on the line) and
they come at you hard all the way down field," said
Coach Kemp.

‘The two teams battled for an entire first quarter, but
all that proved was the two teams were equal. By half-
time, it was all knotted up at 7-7.

A big break gave Wabasso the first touchdown of
the game and a 7-0 first quarter lead.

Alex Pohlens punt from near the end zone was
blocked by Nick Altermatt and Isaac Schmiesing
picked it up and got to the two yard line.

From the one yard line, Cooper Taylor ran it in for
‘Wabasso’s first score and Colton Taylor kicked the ex-
tra point for a 7-0 Wabasso lead at 1:26 of the first
half.

“We practiced that play all week," said Wabasso
quarterback Altermatt.

And it paid off.

But the Vikings first drive stalled and Pohlen came
out of a passing formation to run nine yards for a
fourth and one at the Wabasso 42 yard line.

Isaac Hennen went 12 yards to the Wabasso 30 to
keep the drive alive.

High stepping through the line, Isaac Hennen blasted past Wabasso’s Colton Taylor and left Nick Alter-
matt (9) and other Rabbits behind. Photo for The Mascot by Brian Jeremiason.

Coach Johnston agreed, saying, “Wabasso was
keeping our pass receivers covered and Alex (Pohlen)
had to do a lot of scrambling”

The Rabbits got a second chance to score when
Cooper Taylor got loose for a 40-yard run after break-
ing off left tackle.

Only a touchdown-saving tackle by Isaac Hennen
kept him from going all the way.

The Rabbits had a third and three at the nine. Nick

Hennen shed a tackle at the line and ran 21 yards to
the Wabasso 10 for a first and goal.

While Pohlen was flushed out of the pocket, had to
throw a “wounded duck” pass that was picked off by
Wabasso's Jacob Plaetz to successfully stop the Min-
neota drive.

"I didn't have a good first half passing. But they
were putting a lot of pressure on us," said Minneota
quarterback Alex Pohlen.

Ethan Krier saved perhaps his best game for last, collecting seven tackles. One of them was stopping the
Rabbits’ Cooper Taylor. Photo for The Mascot by Brian Jeremiason.

Altermatt tried to smash up the middle, but was
stopped by Cole Sanow for a fourth and four at the
Viking 10.

‘That's when the Minneota defensive line reared it's
ugly head. Ethan Krier rose up and stopped Cooper
‘Taylor, with help from Shawn Buysse and Minneota
had it’s biggest stop of the day.

Earlier in the first quarter, Minneota’s defense stiff-
ened with Ethan Krier and Shawn Buysse combin-

Minneota . 872-6730 «
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SPORTING GOODSH

ing on one tackle and Krier getting another. The duo
would prove invaluable in squashing Wabassos sec-
ond attempt to score.

"It was the game plan, we just executed the game
plan," said lineman Mitchell Rost.

Krier added, “After awhile, they were getting slower
and we feel like we out-smarted them and it got a lot
easier to push them around”

“The best Viking drive of the day started at their own

g

put a state championship

10 yards to the Wabasso 40 and again was power-run-
ning as he drove the Vikings to the Wabasso 23.

At that point in the game, Hennen already had 110
yards.

But for the second time, the Vikings committed an,
“illegal shift" on the line and it cost them fire yards.

Hennen got those yards back and more.

‘The line freed him to slam up the middle, shed a
tackle and run 24 yards for a touchdown at 1:50 in
the first half.

Pohlen tied the game 7-7 with his point after kick.

On that drive alone, Isaac Hennen had 10 carries
for 96 yards (although the drive was 89 yards, Hen-
nen's yardage including making up for a Viking pen-
alty).

In the first half alone, he carried the ball 16 times
for 142 yards.

"It wasn't the plan to carry the ball that many times.
But I always expect more carries and we just kinda
went to it," said Hennen.

Coach Johnston said they didn't go into the game
expecting Hennen to carry the ball so much. “It was
Plan B,” he said.

But he also added that seldom do you get to use the
game plan — and often you have to go to Plan B.

Wabasso tried to rally, but Skyler Gilbertston
stripped the ball from Cooper Taylor and Cole
VanOverbeke recovered it on the Wabasso 39-yard
line.

MINNEOTA CAME out strong in the second half.

On the first play of the Vikings' initial drive, Hen-
nen broke between Krier and Rost for 15 yards to the
Wabasso 40, then got a first down on the Rabbit 30
and blasted to the Rabbit 24.

With TJ. Esping leading the way, Landon Abraham
rushed to the Wabasso 18 for a first down.

From there Hennen carried Cooper Taylor on his
back to the six yard line for a 12-yard gain and a first
and goal.

Hennen rammed the ball five yards to the one —
then Pohlen smashed over with a quarterback sneak
to give the Vikings their first lead of the game, 13-7 at
6:21 of the third quarter.

Pohlens kick was partially blocked and it was 13-7,
Minneota.

Losing Cooper Taylor

Somewhere along the line, the Rabbits lost their
running back, Cooper Taylor. On the sidelines, pos-
sibly with a concussion, Taylor needed replacing in

P&

Blocking for Cole Sanow on one of his runs were Landon Abraham (left), Thomas Hennen and Cole
VanOverbeke. Alex Pohlen (12) is in the back. Photo for The Mascot by Brian Jeremiason.

11 yard line. The Vikings went back to work in the
offensive line.

Good blocking on the right side by Krier and Rost
freed Isaac Hennen for a sweep and he moved the ball
to the Minneota 45. Hennen had all the yards in the
extended drive.

Led by Isaac Schmiesing, the Rabbits made one
stop on a third and five at the 50. But Hennen blasted
up the middle behind the blocking of Ty Lipinski for

the lineup.

"We tried to move a few people around,’ said
Coach Kemp. Did it change the game for Wabasso? “It
did change something, it hurt," said the Rabbit coach.

After the Viking touchdown, the Rabbits used a
long drive keyed by the running of Colton Taylor to
get to the Viking 24.

Grinding out a state title/Page 3
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Vikings ground out a state champlonslup

Continued from Page 2

An illegal procedure call set the Rabbits back five
yards and Shawn Buysse put the pressure on Wa-
basso’s quarterback Altermatt and he committed an
intentional grounding that cost the Rabbits yards and
adown.

It was second and 16 at the 34 and Minneota held
on a short pass with Cole Sanow shutting down the
play. On a fourth and 24 on the Viking 34, the Rabbits
punted out-of-bounds and Minneota took over on its
own 18.

‘The Vikings had held on an important drive after
the Viking touchdown.

Key injury ...

But the Rabbits got another chance when they
stopped the Vikings to force a punt.

A 43-yard punt turned out to be disastrous when
Colton Taylor took the ball 13 yards and Logan Suss-
ner was called for a face mask as he took Taylor down
out of bounds. The Vikings also suffered a severe blow
when Isaac Hennen went down and didn't get back

When Nick Altermatt blocked an Alex Pohlen
punt, Isaac Schmiesing picked it up and was
swarmed by Viking tacklers like Landon Abra-
ham, Ethan Krier, Cole Sanow (13), Logan Sussner
(right) and others. The Rabbits scored their first
touchdown two plays later. Photo for The Mascot by
Brian Jeremiason.

He finally rose and walked off the field with help
from his coaching staff.

While he was out for a stretch, "Catching my wind
because I was blind-sided," said Hennen, he knew he
was coming back into the game.

‘The quarter ended and it was 13-7, Minneota.

‘Wabasso got the ball on the Viking 29 yard line.

Tony Franta caught a 20-yard pass from Altermatt
to set the ball up the Minneota five yard line.

‘Then Kyle Jacobson smashed over from the one
yard line to tie the game, 13-13. Altermatt’s kick went
wide left and with 11:23 left in the game, it was tied,
13-13.

"And we were right there," said Wabasso Coach Joe
Kemp. Despite losing his running back Cooper Tay-
lor, he felt, "This is where we want to be. This gives
us a shot.”

He's back ....

But Coach Kemp's exuberance took a hit when
Isaac Hennen came back onto the field.

‘Two plays later Hennen’s presence was felt.

A Pohlen pass to Skylar Gilbertson got a first down
at the Viking 46.

‘Then Hennen blasted through left tackle, was sud-
denly all alone and dashed 54-yards for a touchdown.

Minneota was up once again, 19-13 at 9:49 of the
fourth quarter.

The Vikings went for a two-point conversion and
Hennen rammed the ball over for a 21-13 lead.

Blockers like Ethan Krier (72) and Mitchell Rost (hidden) took on the Rabbits’ defense and blocked them
out of the way to create big holes for Isaac Hennen, who was also getting a block from T.J. Esping (right).
Wabasso players included Colton Taylor (34, left), and Tony Franta (23) and others. Photo for The Mascot

by Laura Buysse.

Hennen went over 200 yards
for the game with his carries af-
ter returning from the injury.

The Vikings got a huge stop
from Mitchell Rost and Wabas-
so quarterback Nick Altermatt
tried to go to the air. His pass
was intercepted by Cole Sanow
at the Wabasso 34 and the Vi-
kings were in control.

Minneota drove the ball
down field to the 15 with 2:27 to
o and Hennen scored again on
a15-yard blast up the middle for
a27-13 lead to put icing on the
cake and preserve a state cham-
pionship.

Pohlen kicked the extra point
and Minneota led 28-13. Late
in the game, Cole VanOverbeke
got a sack to add to his earlier
fumble recovery as time began
to run out on the Rabbits.

In the end, Hennen had 34
carries for 294 yards, three
touchdowns and a two-point
conversion.

And the state championship trophy belonged to

ollarin;

Jeremiason.

When Alex Pohlen snuck into the end zone behind the blocking of center Ty Lipinski (73) and Cole
Overbeke (right), tackle T.J. Esping signaled “TOUCHDOWN” for the Minneota boys. Rabbits like Ty
Kemp (54) and Isaac Schmiesing (67) couldn’t make the stop. Photo for The Mascot by Brian Jeremiason.
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VanOverbeke (right) and Isaac Hennen. Photo for The Mascot by Brian

i

78

“One More Time" Thrift Store
of the Parish of St. Edward

8, 13
Mlnneola 07 6
Wabasso 7 00
First Quarter
Wabasso-Cooper Taylor 1 run. PAT-
Colton Taylor kick.
Second Quarter
Minneota-Isaac Hennen 23 run. PAT-Alex
Pohlen kick.
Third Quarter
Minneota-Pohlen 1 run. PAT-Pohlen kick
failed.
Fourth Quarter
Wabasso-Kyle Jacobson 1
Colton Taylor kick.
Minneota-lsaac Hennen 54 run. PAT-
Hennen run two-point conversion.
Minneota-Hennen 15 run. PAT-Pohlen
kick

15 — 28
6 — 13

run. PAT-

Team Statistics

Minneota Wabasso
19 First Downs 10
6-40 Penalties/Yards 2-10
0-0 Fumbles/Lost 1-1
45-338 Rushes/Yards 39-167
34 Passing Yards 61
372 Total yards 228

Individual Statistics:

RUSHING: (No., yds.) Minneota-Isaac
Hennen 34-295; Cole Sanow 6-26; Alex
Pohlen 3-18; Landon Abraham 1-6; Skylar
Gilbertson 1-0. Wabasso-Cooper Taylor 16-
76; Nick Altermatt 12-75; Kyle Jacobson
8-23; Colton Taylor 2-5; Isaac Schmiesing
1-1.

PASSING: (No., comp., Int., yds.) Min-
neota-Alex Pohlen 13-4-1-34; Wabasso
Nick Altermatt 18-7-2-36; Colton Taylor 1-1-

RECEPTIONS: (No., yds.) Minneota-
Thomas Hennen 2-24; Skylar Gilbertson
1-8; Isaac Hennen 1-2. Wabasso-Colton
Taylor 5-21; Tony Franta 2-35; Kody Kuehn
1-5.

KICKOFFS: (No., yds., avg.) Minneota-
Pohlen 5-214-42.8; Wabasso-Altermatt
3-105-35.0.

KICKOFF RETURNS: (No., yds.) Min-
neota-T. Hennen 2-22; Wabasso-Colton
Taylor 3-38; Altermatt 2-25.

PUNTS: (No., yds. avg.) Minneota-Pohlen
4-104-26.0; Wabasso-Altermatt 5-135-27.0

PUNT RETURNS: (No., yds.) Minneota-
T. Hennen 1-4; Wabasso-Cooper Taylor
2-30; Altermatt 1-11.

FUMBLE RECOVERIES: Minneota-Cole
VanOverbeke.

INTERCEPTIONS: Minneota-Cole
Sanow; Wabasso-Jacob Plaetz.

SACKS: Minneota-Shawn Buysse;
(Shared sack) Ethan Krier, Cole VanOver-

eke.

TACKLES: (Solo-assists)  Minneota-
Shawn Buysse 4-9; Ethan Krier 4-3; Land-
on Abraham 2-5; Isaac Hennen 5-1; Logan
Sussner 3-3; Cole VanOverbeke 1-4; Brant
Buysse 3-1; Cole Sanow 2-2; Thomas Hen-
nen 1-3; Skylar Gilbertson 3-0; Mitchell
Rost 1-1; Tanner Sterzinger 1-1; Ty Lipinski
0-2; Tate Walerius 0-2; Lucas Bot 1-0; T.J.
Esping 1-0; Jacob Hennen 0-1. Wabasso-
Isaac Schmiesing 7-4; Kyle Jacobson 5-3;
Kody Kuehn 2-6; Colton Taylor 2-4; Jacob
Plaetz 2-4; Nick Altermatt 1-5; Ty Kemp 1-5;
Scott Zollner 2-3; Tony Franta 2-3; Cooper
Taylor 2-1; Will Carlson 1-1; Jayden Eis 1-0;
Miles Zeug 0-1.

TACKLES FOR LOSS: Minneota-Cole
Sanow, Thomas Hennen, Krier shared one.
Wabasso-Schmiesing 1 and one shared.
Shared: Jacobson, Kuehn, Plaetz, Kemp,
Zoller, Cooper Taylor, Zeug.
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Minneota and Wabasso players lined up at mid-field for the National An-
them, just before they met at mid-field for the traditional handshake. Photo for
the Mascot by Brian Jeremiason. Then the two teams converged before play began
(right). Photo for the Mascot by Laura Buysse. A huge throng of Minneota fans
flocked to the game to support their Vikings (below.) Photo for the Mascot by
Brian Jeremiason.

Pomp and Circumstance

‘The ritual of the Prep Bowl was established a long time ago and Saturday Wabas-
so0 and Minneota players met at mid-field to shake hands before the game — and to
hear the National Ant

But the Vikings didn't have to do it by themselves. They had most people won-
dering if Minneo well-protected Saturday morning, with so many people in
attendance at the (below).

It just may have lived up to the old saying, “Last one out, turn out the lights”.

Posters and banners were in abundan finneota kids showed off their spirit
as they helped cheer their team on to a seventh state championship.

There wasn’t much reason for the pl. not to feel supported, after all, they
were well represented by a good majority of cheering fans

Mi won the state championship, 28-13, avenging a loss to Wabasso in Sec-
tion 5A’s semifinals last year. The Vikings are 50-1 in the past four seasons, with
three championships in those four years.

Minneota kids brought
an abundance of posters to
the game (left) and helped
cheer on the Vikings.
Many of them were creat-
ed with specific players in
mind. After the game was
over and Minneota had
wrapped up a 28-13 state
championship victory over
Wabasso, assistant Coach
Steve Sussner was one of
the happy coaches getting
a hug from Thomas Hen-
nen. Photos for The Mascot
by Laura Buysse.
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