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Dollars for 
Scholars

Minneota Senior Awards 
were not canceled but done 

virtually on Sunday. 
Page 8

Inside

Egg Hunt
Resident and business 

owners are urged to design 
and hang eggs for a social 

distancing Egg Hunt.
Page 2

Senior Center 
Facelift

The Senior Center received a 
facelift recently. Check it out 

when you are on your walk or 
Easter Egg hunt.

Page 3

Outlook:
Windy/cloudy Easter 
day with high 36 and 
low 26. Best day for 

Easter Egg walk would 
be Saturday high 52.

Happy Easter! 

Weather
Date       Hi   Lo   Prec.
April  1    62   37   0.06
April  2    48   21   0.30
April  3    30   20   0.00
April  4    42   14   0.00
April  5    60   28   0.01
April  6    69   36   0.00
April  7    65   42   0.00

P.O. Box 40 • 113 W. 1st St. • Minneota, MN 56264 • Office:  507-872-5941 • John: 507-829-5500 •  www.csaminneota.com

Countryside Auto Minneota LLC ✴ Pre-Owned Vehicle Sales
2015 

Chevrolet 
Silverado 
1500 LT

- $15,900 -

Hoppy Easter! 2016
Chevrolet 
Silverado 
1500 LT

- $31,500 -

Reliving history
Spanish flu hit area hard century ago;
Three Hettling family members died

By Scott Thoma

Students across the country are 
sitting at home with dreams of be-
ing outdoors competing in a spring 
sport or in classrooms learning.

But the COVID-19 pandemic has 
turned those dreams into a night-
mare.

In an effort to honor these ath-
letes, schools are turning on the sta-
dium lights of baseball and football 
fields at night in a show of solidarity 
and support.

Minneota is lighting up K.P. 
Kompelien Field every weeknight 
from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m.

“Hoping to spread more positive 
thoughts to the kids,” said Activities 
Director Cari Pohlen.

Pohlen, high school Principal Jer-
emy Frie and head baseball coach 
Keven Larson are taking turns light-
ing Kompelien Field each night.

“At this time we don’t have an end 
date set or in mind,” Pohlen said. 
“We’re hoping this gives the kids a 
little hope that we will have some 
kind of a season - even if it looks a little different 
than most years.”

A message on the school’s Facebook page read: 
“We turn on the lights of K.P. Kompelien for YOU 

tonight! Let these lights represent faith that life will 
return to normal one day. We will fill this stadium 
again, and we will fill our hallways and classrooms 
again. We miss you, we are here for you, and you are 
in out hearts and minds. We can’t wait to see you 

again. We ask that you enjoy the lights from afar as 
to make sure we are all doing our part to honor dis-
tance learning and ‘slow the curve’.” 

Lights continued on page 2

MAKING SPIRITS BRIGHT
Lighting stadiums
to honor students
during pandemic

The lights at the K.P. Kompelien baseball field are being turned on weeknights from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. in honor of Min-
neota students. Mascot photo by Brian Jeremiason

By Scott Thoma

Just over a century ago, the country was dealing 
with a pandemic known as the Spanish flu. Several 
people in and around the Minneota area were among 
the millions of people that died from the influenza 
between March of 1918 and June of 1920.

Similar to the current COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Minneota Public School was closed in 1918, as 
were the theatre and churches. Public funerals were 
banned.

During that time, Charles A. Hettling lived on a 
farm three miles northeast of Ivanhoe with his wife, 
Effie, and their three children, Bernard, 6; Floyd, 4; 
and Della, 11/2.

Effie contracted the influenza and died on Nov. 14, 
1918, along with her unborn child. She was only 31. 
Heartbroken and distraught, Charles took her body 
to Humboldt, Iowa via a train at her parents’ request. 
She was buried in the Union Cemetery there.

When Charles returned to the farm after his wife’s 
burial, he found out that while he was gone Bernard 
had also died from the influenza on Nov. 19, less than 
one month from his seventh birthday. Bernard was 
born in Minneota.

“So Grandpa Charles had to basically turn right 
around and go back to Humboldt to have Bernard 
buried next to his mother,” said Royal Hettling, who 
is the grandson of Charles and Effie, and the son of 

Floyd Hettling.
“Grandpa Charles fell apart after that, 

and he didn’t think he could care for two 
small children. So my father (Floyd) and 
his sister (Della) were raised by their aunt 
and uncle, Lottie and Andrew Jacobson.”

Charles then left the area and moved to 
Pontiac, Michigan and worked in a Gen-
eral Motors factory for several years before 
moving back to Minnesota and living in 
Minneapolis. He died in 1943.

“Since World War II was going on, gas 
was being rationed at four gallons a week,” 
said Royal. “In order to take Grandpa 
Charles back to Humboldt (to be buried 
in the family plot), several people donated 
their gas coupons so that the immediate 
family could make the trip there and back.”

NOTE: Royal and Charlie Hettling own 
and operate the Vietnam Memorial and History Cen-
ter in downtown Minneota. They also have three other 
siblings; Dan, Carol and Judy.

Lottie, whose real name was Charlotte, was Charles 
A. Hettling’s sister. It was erroneously listed in the 
Minneota Centennial book (1881-1981) that Lottie 
also died from the influenza.

Charles A. Hettling was born in 1878 in New York. 
His mother, Josephine, died in 1889 while giving 
birth to another son, Emile. Both the mother and 

child were buried in the same casket in New York.
Charles was then sent to an orphanage called the 

Children’s Aid Society of New York by his father, 
Adam. Soon after, he became one of the children 
placed on orphan trains heading west in search of 
finding families to live with. Charles was taken in by 
the Will Brown family in Rutland, IA.

History continued on page 2

In this photo taken in 1914, the Hettling family posed for 
a portrait. From left to right, Bernard (then 3 years old), 
Charles and Effie. Bernard and Effie died from influenza in 
1918. Contributed photo

C-store reopens after 2-day shutdown
AgPlus business follows CDC guidlines; employee test negative

By Scott Thoma

The COVID-19 test result of an AgPlus Coopera-
tive employee of the Minneota C-store came back 
negative, CEO Todd Ludwig announced Sunday 
morning.

The store was shut down last Thursday, April 2, and 
reopened at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 5.

AgPlus Cooperative responded quickly and re-
sponsibly when it was announced that one of its em-
ployees was being tested for COVID-19 after becom-
ing ill last week.

AgPlus followed the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) guidelines to protect the 
health of its employees and customers.

The store was immediately shut down, all employ-
ees were told to self-quarantine at home, and a no-
tice was placed on the doors at the store to inform 
the public.

“We’re taking this seriously,” Ludwig said soon after 
it was learned that an employee was tested for CO-
VID-19. “We want to keep everyone safe.”

The C-store employee felt ill and went to see a doc-
tor, who advised the test as a precaution, according to 
a source who requested anonymity.

The Minneota C-store employee that became ill re-

mained self-quarantined while awaiting the results of 
the test. All other Minneota C-store employees were 
also advised to self-quarantine until the results of the 
test were known.

The store has been thoroughly cleaned and disin-
fected.

In a statement on Sunday, AgPlus said:
“Thank you for your business and we apologize for 

any inconvenience this may have caused you, but we 
owed it to our customers and staff to close until we 
confirmed the person was negative for COVID-19.”



April
Thursday, April 23

12:30 – 6:30 pm — The Minneota High School National 
Honor Society will be hosting a blood drive at the American 
Legion. There is a severe need for blood, and we cannot 
thank donors enough. To sign up to donate, call Minneota 
Public School or email Angela Lauer at angela.lauer@min-
neotaschools.org. It is also possible to sign up by visiting 
the Red Cross website: https://www.redcrossblood.org/. 
Not only does this provide Minneota students with scholar-
ships, a single donation can save up to three lives.

Want something added to the calendar? Call us at 
507-872-6492 to add your event!

What’s Happening?
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For a subscription to the Mascot 
call 507-872-6492 or 

email: office@minneotamascot.com

Lights continued from page 1

The idea for the stadium lighting came from schools in Colo-
rado, which began the show of support for its students during the 
closing of schools due to the pandemic.

The fad then swept across the country and most states are now 
lighting their stadiums at high school and collegiate levels.

It's been reported that several Minneota students have been 
seen sitting in the empty stadium seats while the lights are on, but 
are keeping with the social distancing order.

History continued from page 1

Charles’ brother, Adam Jr., also made the trip on the orphan 
train, but died in 1892 at age 12 when he was kicked by a horse.

It was while he grew up in Iowa that Charles met Effie. They 
were married July 14, 1909 in Hardy, IA, and moved to Minneota, 
where Bernard was born on Dec. 15, 1911. The Hettlings then 
moved to a farm near Taunton, and Floyd was born on Nov. 18, 
1914. Shortly after that, the family moved to the farm near Ivan-
hoe where Della was born on May 7, 1917.

Among those from Minneota who also died from the Spanish 
flu were:

Leonard Amundson, 21
Edward Even, 24
Louis Fonteyn, 26
Camiel Ligneel, 35
Mrs. Paulson Rye, 24
Sig Vopnfjord, 47
Edwin Rye, 30
Mrs. S. Sigurdson, 34
John Tillemans Jr., 16
Leon Wimer, 25
Nelly Winday, 21
During the worst of the crisis, Dr. Ed Sanderson attended 1,042 

influenza cases ranging from the Canby area to Marshall.
Globally, the Spanish flu infected 500 million people — about a 

quarter of the world’s population at the time. The actual number 
that died is unknown, but early estimates put it at 20 to 40 million. 
That number has since been revised up to 50 to 100 million. 

Most influenza outbreaks disproportionately kill the very young 
and the very old, with a higher survival rate for those in between, 
but the Spanish flu pandemic resulted in a higher than expected 
mortality rate for young adults.

Egg-cited to hunt
Decorate windows with egg
displays for children to find

By Scott Thoma

After a successful and entertaining “Bear 
Hunt” in Minneota, the plans are now for 
an “Egg Hunt” with Easter coming up.

Residents and business owners are urged 
to design and hang eggs in their windows, 
trees, mailboxes or other areas.

Children in town will then travel with 
their family members to try and locate the 
eggs, similar to when stuffed bears were 
placed in several windows throughout 
town recently in following with the popu-
lar children’s book “We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt”.

There is also a similar children’s book 
called “We’re Going on an Egg Hunt” by 
Laura Hughes.

Children can also have fun coloring or 
painting eggs to hang in the windows of 
their home.

During the governor’s stay-at-home 
decree during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
families have been trying to find ways to 
entertain their children while spending 

quality time with them while school is on 
hiatus.

Eggs can be any size, shape or color. 
Place them in an area that can be spotted 
by the children and their families. Egg pat-
terns and coloring designs can easily be 

found online.
There were approximately a dozen 

homes and businesses that participated 
in the “Bear Hunt”. Now it’s time to crack 
open your drawing and coloring skills and 
decorate those windows with eggs.

Governor signs $330M RFA relief bill
Assistance from the Minnesota Depart-

ment of Agriculture’s (MDA) Rural Fi-
nance Authority (RFA) will be available to 
help farmers whose operations are affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

A $330 million Minnesota COVID-19 
relief bill Governor Tim Walz signed into 
law Saturday contains provisions expand-
ing the use of funding for the RFA that was 
approved earlier this spring, opening up 
the Disaster Recovery Loan Program for 
loss of revenue due to human contagious 
disease.

“It’s important that we make sure farm-
ers whose businesses are affected by the 
COVID-19 outbreak have resources to 
help them get through this difficult pe-
riod,” Commissioner Thom Petersen said. 
“We’re thankful the Legislature authorized 
these changes to give the RFA greater flex-
ibility in allocating these funds.”

In addition, the Legislature expanded 
the animal diseases covered by the Disas-
ter Recovery Loan Program and opened 
it up more broadly to hazards, rather than 
naming them specifically.

Gov. Walz recently signed a bill into law 
allocating $50 million to the RFA, replen-
ishing the funds available to offer Min-
nesota farmers affordable financing and 
terms and conditions not available from 
traditional lenders.

Minnesota farmers interested in learn-
ing more about the assistance offered by 
the Rural Finance Authority should visit 
the Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
website or contact 651-201-6004.

Minnesota Responds seeking volunteers
Minnesota Responds Volunteer Coor-

dinators are in the process of recruiting 
medical (RNs, LPNs, CNA but also ancil-
lary services and others with medical type 
background such as veterinarian, dental, 
chiropractor and more) and “non-med-
ical” volunteers to contribute their skills 
and expertise during the COVID-19 crisis.

Minnesota Responds is seeking individ-
uals that are working or retired and willing 
to offer assistance. An individual does not 
have to be in the health care field. Anyone 
interested in helping the community is en-
couraged.

Minnesota Responds is a partnership 

that integrates local, regional, and state-
wide volunteer programs to assist our Pub-
lic Health and healthcare systems during a 
disaster and/or emergency.

Local Minnesota Responds Volunteer 
Coordinators mobilize health and “non-
health” volunteers to respond to emergen-
cies within the community.  Major emer-
gencies can overwhelm the capabilities of 
hospitals and clinics. Volunteers during 
this critical time can play an important 
role to improve overall response capabili-
ties.

Minnesota Responds would like inter-
ested volunteers to register now. Personal 

information such as licenses, certifica-
tions, competencies, and contact informa-
tion should be available.

Register online at www.mnresponds.org 
and click on “Register Now”.

For organization information, click on 
the county in which you reside and select 
SWHHS MN Responds Volunteer Group 
for that specific county.

For more information, contact Jen Nel-
son, the Minnesota Responds Volunteer 
Coordinator at Southwest Health & Hu-
man Services at 507-829-0227.
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PURSUANT TO CALL AND DUE NOTICE THEREOF, THE CITY COUN-
CIL OF THE CITY OF MINNEOTA, COUNTY OF LYON, STATE OF MIN-
NESOTA, MET IN REGULAR SESSION IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAM-
BERS ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2020 AT 6:30 P.M.

COUNCIL PRESENT: Council Member Travis Gillund, Council Member 
Tim Koppien, Council Member Nancy Reisdorfer, Council Member Amber 
Rodas, Mayor John Rolbiecki

STAFF PRESENT: Shirley Teigland
OTHERS PRESENT: Cynthia Beisler, Robert Beisler, Matt Boettger 
ITEM 1: CALL TO ORDER

Mayor John Rolbiecki called the regular monthly meeting to order at 6:30 
p.m.

ITEM 2: CALL FOR AGENDA ADDITIONS
The Administrator asked that the following items be added:  $40,177.33 
additional bills register and Central Specialties, Inc. pay request

ITEM 3: ADOPT AGENDA
Koppien motioned, seconded by Gillund to adopt the agenda as amended 
with the additions as listed above. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

ITEM 4:MEETING MINUTES
The Council reviewed the prior month Council meeting minutes.  With no 
questions or additional comments Reisdorfer motioned, seconded by Kop-
pien to approve the January 13, 2020 council minutes.  MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY

ITEM 5: REPORTS & UPDATES
The Council reviewed the following reports and had no additional ques-
tions or comments:  (5a) – November Police report as submitted by Chief 
Bolt; (5b) - the current Financial Report as submitted by Administrator 
Teigland; (5c) – Y-T-D Budget; (5d) – Rehab Program Update

ITEM 6: EXPENSES & DISBURSEMENTS
Koppien motioned, seconded by Reisdorfer to approve the payment of 
$31,462.27 (as listed on the check register summary), to approve the 
payment of $18,320.68 (as listed on the payroll check register) and to 
approve the payment of $40,177.33 in additional bills (as listed on the 
second check register summary). 

ITEM 7: CONCERNED CITIZENS

No comments or requests were received either in person or in writing.
ITEM 8: JACKSON/GRANT PROJECT

The City applied for disaster assistance through the Public Assistance 
FEMA Program 083-43126-00.  City Staff was available to meet with 
FEMA’s Sight Inspection Team to answer questions and supply additional 
information and documentation.  All required paperwork was accepted by 
Jerry Baggett, Jr., FEMA Program Director on 11-20-19.  Recently, FEMA 
Representative Natalie Schrader indicated that due to the large number 
of applications received, all applicants will be required to provide addi-
tional documentation for projects and stricter regulations will be imposed 
by FEMA prior to final award funds being allocated.   

ITEM 9: PERSONNEL POLICY
Rodas motioned, seconded by Koppien to adopt Resolution 20-03 modi-
fying the City’s Personnel Policy to read:  New Hire full-time employee’s 
vacation time will accrue at a rate of 8 hours per completed month of ser-
vice over a period of 5 months and earned vacation hours may be utilized 
after successfully completing a 6 month probationary period.  MOTION 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

ITEM 10: POOL EMPLOYEES
Reisdorfer motioned, seconded by Gillund to approve the following hour-
ly rates for Pool Personnel:  Pool Manager - $12.00; Assistant Manag-
er - $11.75; Certified Pool Operator - $13.50; Lead Lifeguard - $11.00; 
Lifeguard – $10.00; Swimming Lesson Instructor – $10.25.  MOTION 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

ITEM 11: JANITOR
Koppien motioned, seconded by Rodas to approve the hiring of Judith 
Waldner as Janitor to clean the Library, Fire Hall and City Hall at a rate of 
$20 per hour.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

ITEM 12: PUBLIC WORKS
Rodas motioned, seconded by Koppien to approve Tim DeVlaeminck at-
tending the annual MPWA Water & Wastewater Technical Conference in 
St. Cloud, MN, March 3-5, 2020.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

ITEM 13: SENIOR CITIZENS
Rodas motioned, seconded by Reisdorfer to approve the payment of 
$7,500 to the Minneota Senior Citizens for the 1st half budget appropria-
tion.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

ITEM 14: GAMBLING REPORT
Koppien motioned, seconded by Gillund to approve a gambling permit 
as applied for by the Minneota Fire Relief Association for a raffle being 
held at 101 S. Jefferson, Minneota, MN on 9/13/20.  MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY

ITEM 15: BOUNDARY VALIDATION
Koppien motioned, seconded by Reisdorfer to authorize John Rolbiecki as 
Mayor to sign the 2020 Initial Boundary Program form on behalf of the City 
of Minneota.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

ITEM 16: INDUSTRIAL PARK
City Staff is working with Trent Bruce and Riley Rhinehart, DGR Engineer-
ing to research possible grant opportunities for the Industrial Park Project, 
prioritizing all Capital Improvement Projects and updating the Capital Im-
provements Plan with current cost estimates.  Updated information will 
be shared with Financial Advisor Mike Bubany and the Administrator will 
schedule a Special Council Meeting to facilitate a Council work session to 
review, discuss and approve an updated Capital Improvement Plan which 
will identify various capital project costs, provide a planning schedule and 
identify options for financing the plan. 

ITEM 17: 2020 CENSUS
The Council declined establishing a Complete Count Committee but 
agreed to support the 2020 Census in other ways by utilizing the City’s 
website and social media.

ITEM 18: CENTRAL SPECIALTIES, INC.
Rodas motioned, seconded by Gillund to approve Pay Request #2 in the 
amount of $1,615.00 and payable to Central Specialties, Inc.  MOTION 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

ADJOURNMENT
Koppien motioned, seconded by Reisdorfer, to adjourn the meeting at 
7:15 p.m. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The next scheduled Regular Council Meeting is scheduled for March 9, 
2020 at 6:30 p.m.

ATTEST:
Shirley Teigland, City Administrator
John Rolbiecki, Mayor
Council Approved March 9, 2020

City of Minneota Council Minutes

Senior Center gets needed facelift
By Scott Thoma

With limited activity in the business district 
since the governor's stay-at-home decree, it 
seemed like all eyes were on Don Urbanski last 
week.

Downtown employees could be seen staring 
out their front windows and watching Urban-
ski as he gave the outside of the Senior Center a 
much-needed facelift.

Even one man having coffee at the Roundup 
was enthralled by the activity across the street.

"Hey, there's not much else to do right now," 
laughed the man. "It's pretty sad, but watching 
him working was the highlight of my day."

The City of Minneota owns the Senior Center 
building, which is approximately 110 years old. 
The Senior Center was originally an addition 
built by the Big Store around 1910 and used as 
its men's department.

Since 1992, the Senior Center has been locat-
ed in this building and is used as a gathering for 
games, exercises, activities, events, meals, social 
time and more.

Prior to then, the Senior Center was located 
in the basement of the Legion building for 22 

years. 
Previous to this recent renovation, the Senior 

Center's ceiling tiles were replaced just over a 
year ago.

"We had all the front boards replaced and 
painted," said Joanne Myrvik, who has been the 
Senior Center Director since Aug. 1, 1992. "The 
boards were all old and rotted and wouldn't hold 
the nails anymore. We would find nails all over 
the sidewalk in front."

The trim boards and door frames were also 
old and needed replacing.

The city paid for the wood and supplies, while 
the Senior Center produced and paid for the la-
bor costs.

"I was trying to stay true to what it was like 
before," said Urbanski. "I knew it was old and I 
wanted it to look good."

Urbanski cut out the many matching pieces 
of wood to the proper length and then painted 
them green in the Senior Center basement.

He then climbed the scaffolding set up in 
front and replaced each board.

The 12 letters spelling out the name were also 
replaced with new ones.

"We went to Hobby Lobby in Marshall and 

bought the letters," Myrvik said. "They are 18 
inches tall. They had every letter - except we 
were short one 'E'. We called Hobby Lobby in 
Willmar and they had one. So we drove there 

and picked it up."
The facelift is completed and the front of the 

store looks years younger.

Smoking hot idea
Ivanhoe firemen help kids celebrate birthday

By Scott Thoma

If an Ivanhoe Fire Department truck pulls up in front of your 
neighbor's house with the lights flashing and the siren blaring, the 
easiest way to tell if there is a fire or not is to listen to the music 
playing.

"If you hear 'Happy Birthday' emitting from the pumper truck's 
new PA system, a young child is celebrating his or her birthday 
during the stay-at-home order for the coronavirus pandemic.

"We're just trying to brighten a child's day," said Dan Popowsksi 
of the Ivanhoe Fire Department.

Ivanhoe firemen "brightened" two children's day on Friday 
when two trucks pulled up to each of the children's homes, blar-
ing their sirens and blowing their diesel horns. The firemen then 

sang "Happy Birthday" over the truck's PA system.
"By the smiles on their faces, I think they enjoyed it," said the 

Ivanhoe Fire Department Facebook page.
Another child celebrated a birthday with the fire department on 

Saturday, and another was on Monday.
"We're getting quite a few requests," said Popowski.
The firemen are also giving the birthday child $20 in Ivanhoe 

Bucks and a replica fireman's helmet.
"We observe social distancing, so we don't get out of the truck 

and the child won't be allowed to ride on a fire truck," said Popow-
ski. "We will leave the gifts on the lawn and the parents or the 
child can pick them up when we leave."

The fire truck birthday greetings will continue through May.
The idea stemmed from a link that Popowski's cousin in Brook-

ings, SD sent him.
"It was replicating the Watertown (SD) Fire Department," said 

Popowski. "I presented the idea to (Ivanhoe Fire Chief) Shad 
Lipinski and he said to go for it."

Popowski said the fire department will visit the homes of Pre-K 
through high school students within the fire district if they are 
notified of an upcoming birthday. Although Popowski said a 48-
hour notice is preferred, the fire department will also be flexible.

"We want the kids to feel their birthday is important, even 
though they have to stay at home," he said.

If you have a child about to celebrate a birthday within the 
Ivanhoe fire district, call Dan at 507-530-0961 or email dan@
dsi-services.com.

City hall begins
serving takeout
Counrtyside Golf, C-store 
also offering takeout

By Scott Thoma

After being closed for a couple of weeks due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, Jordan Dresson 
found his place back behind the grill at City Hall 
Bar & Grill on Monday.

City Hall Bar & Grill is now offering takeout 
service to customers from 5-8 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday.

"The board members got together and decided 
to do this," said Dresson. "We will have a limited 
menu, but we will still have quite a few things to 
pick from."

The menu items, which will include such 
things as appetizers, burgers, broasted chicken 
and pizza, can be found on the City Hall Bar & 
Grill Facebook page.

"We might be offering specials, but we're go-
ing to start out like this and see how it goes first," 
said Dresson.

Dresson said there will be two cooks, includ-
ing himself, and one server on most days. There 
will be no delivery service.

"We will have an area blocked off so custom-

ers can keep their distance," Dresson said. "We 
are only going to be using the front door at this 
time."

Dresson recommends that customers pay 
with a credit card over the phone when order-
ing, but they will also accept payment at the time 
of picking up the order, too.

To order takeout from City Hall Bar & Grill, 
call (507) 872-6374.

Offsale will also continue at City Hall Bar & 
Grill. 

As mentioned in last week's article, Country-
side Golf Club in Minneota is also offering take-
out. Call (507) 872-6335.

C-store deli open
The AgPlus Cooperative's C-store in Minneo-

ta still has its deli open for takeout food during 
the COVID-19.

The deli offers breakfast, dinner and supper. 
There is also a daily dinner special that can be 
found on its Facebook page or posted at the 
store.

You can call ahead for any items, including 

fryer food and pizza, at (507) 872-6182.
The deli is available from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Monday through Friday (Press option #4), or 
after 5 p.m. and weekends (Press Option #6 and 

then #3).
Also, call ahead is always available for any 

items including fryer food and pizza.
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From the Mascot Files 
100, 75, 50 and 25 Years Ago

By Scott Thoma

Lyon County Throwback

Lyon County 150th Anniversary
This is the Matt De Belser General Merchandise store in Ghent, circa 1925. Photo courtesy of the Lyon County Historical Society.

Dear Editor:
The Minneota Dollars for Scholars Committee and staff 

at Minneota Public School held the senior awards event as 
planned on Sunday afternoon, despite the Covid-19 virus.

The Class of 2020 has lost a good portion of their final year 
in high school due to distancing. But thanks to technology and 
the school’s website, the event was held as scheduled for the stu-
dents.

This was the first year a scholarship was shared in honor of 
my husband, Pete, a former teacher at the high school. I am 
extremely proud of the committee for keeping this event on 
schedule and in such a dignified manner.

Congratulations to all the students in the MHS Class of 2020 
who were awarded scholarships for their future studies.

~Gayle VanVooren of Minneota, MN

Rest in peace, Earl
For over 45 years, the date of Seaman First Class Earl Eugene 

Halvorson’s death has been incorrect on a marker placed at the 
Hemnes Cemetery south of Minneota.

A correction is expected to finally be forthcoming.
The military headstone, finally issued by the U.S. Naval De-

partment in the mid-70s after many years of requests from his 
mother, Amelia, lists his date of death as Jan. 12, 1946.

Halvorson, a Minneota native, and 79 other crew members 
aboard the U.S.S. Grayback submarine went missing shortly 
after reporting it had sunk an enemy tanker and severely dam-
aged another on Feb. 25, 1944.

After the Naval Department received the message, it ordered 
the Grayback to return to Midway because the submarine had 
only two torpedoes remaining. It was expected to return on 
March 7.

The Grayback, however, used the final two torpedoes to sink 
an enemy freighter and were then spotted on the surface in the 
East China Sea by a Japanese bomber pilot on Feb. 27, 1944. The 
pilot dropped a 500-pound bomb on the Grayback, hitting the 
conning tower. The submarine exploded and immediately sunk, 
the pilot’s records indicate.

The coordinates were incorrectly translated for decades until, 
by chance, amateur researcher Yutaka Iwasaki discovered the 
error that had been made by the U.S. Navy. 

Those corrected coordinates allowed a Project 52 exploration 
team headed by Tim Taylor to discover the Grayback in 1,400 
feet of water off the coast of Japan. The discovery was made 
public on Veterans Day (Nov. 11) of 2019.

Earl’s sister, Elaine Johnson, of Marshall had been waiting for 
over 75 years to discover the truth about what really happened 
to her brother during the war.

In an interview with her and some members of her fam-
ily shortly after she received the news, Elaine clutched a black 
POW/MIA flag that she always hung outside her home on Me-
morial Day, stating with tears in her eyes that she “won’t need 
this anymore”.

With the correct date of Earl’s death now known, Elaine had 
mixed feelings about putting in a new military grave marker for 
her brother because their mother worked so hard for so many 
years to get the U.S. Navy to issue the current one.

After thinking about it, Elaine decided she did want the cor-
rection made, because the current marker makes it look as 
though Earl died after the war was over.

So, for the past six months, she has been making numerous 
calls to the Naval History and Heritage Command to get a new 
marker with the correct date of death. She even spoke to one 
high-ranking official, who was very receptive to the idea.

Recently, Elaine received an email indicating that a new, cor-
rected marker will be coming, along with a Gold Star for Elaine 
(Amelia was issued one shortly after Earl was declared dead).

A memorial service and dedication is expected to be held by 
the family of Earl Halvorson. They are hoping it can serve as a 
birthday gift to Elaine, who turns 91 on June 12.

Letter to the Editor

Flash from the Past

100 Years Ago
April 9, 1920

Personals
T.D. Seals, justice of the 

peace, and the “Egg King” of 
Minneota, informs us that he 
just received a warning from 
the state food department to 
the effect that every case of 
eggs shipped out of any station 
must have in a certain “slip” 
bearing the name of the person 
who candled the eggs.

S.S. Hofteig Jr., and family 
left last Tuesday on their way to 
Glenella, Manitoba, where they 
will make their new home.

Martin Klaith left last Mon-
day for Redwood Falls, where 
he will work with the Delco 
agent of that county.

Rev. Kjartan Helgason, of 
Reykajavik, Iceland, who has 
been traveling in Canada on 
a venture tour, will arrive in 
Minneota tomorrow to lecture 
in the Icelandic church here 
next Monday evening.

75 Years Ago
April 6, 1945

Receives Bronze Star
With the 30th Infantry Regi-

ment, Germany-Staff Sergeant 
Albert E. VanDale of Minneota 
and Mess Sergeant of Compa-
ny  “A”,  AAA-O, 30th Infantry 
Regiment, was awarded the 
Bronze Star Medal here re-

cently for “meritorious service 
operations against the enemy.” 
He is the son of Mrs. Leotine 
VanDale of this community.

Killed in Iwo Jima 
Thorburn Thostenson, well 

known to many residents of 
this community, was killed in 
Iwo Jima on March 1. He is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ole 
Thostenson.

Personals
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Van-

Dorpe and family moved Mon-
day into their new home which 
they recently purchased from 
Mrs. Sophie Sigurdson.

Mr. and Mrs. Arlo Amund-
son and sons moved to their 
new home in Russell.

Lt. Raymond Swedzinski is 
home on leave from his base at 
Moody Field, Valdosta, Ga.

Pfc. Frank Bauer, who has 
been stationed in Colorado, 
spent part of his furlough at 
the home of his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Joe Bauer.

Pvt. Wm. McMahon has 
been spending his furlough 
with his family and with rela-
tives in this locality. He has 
been stationed at Camp Fan-
nin, Tex.

 
50 Years Ago
April 9, 1970

Local Business Firm 
Expands Operations

Minneota Propane Gas 
Company, a Minneota business 
firm which began operation 
here in August of 1963, has 
expanded its business, taking 
over firms in Wood Lake and 
Tracy and starting a new ven-
ture in Ivanhoe.

Soldier Given 
Posthumous Award

Private First Class Cycle G. 
Leppke, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Arnold Leppke, rural Min-
neota, was awarded the Bronze 
Star Medal with “V” Device 
posthumously, for heroism in 
ground combat against a hos-
tile force in the Republic of 
Viet Nam on August 5, 1969.

Six Students Win 
in Speech Contest

In the district speech meet 
held at Tracy, six Minneota 
high school contestants were 
declared winners and are to en-
ter the regional contest in Mar-
shall. These students are: Janet 
Christianson, Gloria Coequyt, 
Craig Jackson, Laurie Wig-
ness, Marc Larson and Keith 
VanOverbeke.

Wins $100 Prize
Miss Mary Dero smiled last 

week as she accepted a check 
for $100 won in the “Wildcat 
Oil Well” games which the lo-
cal Super Valu store is staging 
at the present time. She re-
ceived her award from Edward 

Finnegan, head of the firm.

25 Years Ago
April 5, 1995

City receives award 
from MPCA
The City of Minneota has re-

cieved a certificate of commen-
dation from the Minnesota 
Pollution Agency in recogni-
tion of its year-long compli-
ance of the permit program 
connected with wastewater 
treatment facility.

Doug Moen Congratulated
Minneota Area Chamber of 

Commerce members congrat-
ulate Doug Moen, of Doug’s 
Electric, on construction of 
a new building in Minneota’s 
Industrial Park. Members con-
gratulated him were: Alison 
Ufkin of Ufkin’s Furniture and 
Appliance, “Mitzi” Myrvik, of 
Gislason’s Ace Hardware, and 
Doug Wallen, of United Build-
ing Center.

Victorious sixth graders
A group of sixth grade bas-

ketball enthusiasts had an ex-
cellent season of  play, finishing 
with a 13-0 record and winning 
two tournaments. The team 
consisted of: Jackie Korman, 
Brittany Dalager, Bridgette 
Breyfogle, Kari Meulebroeck, 
Nikki Differding, Melissa 
Gorecki, Cindy Kimpe, Andrea 
Larson, Katie Boulton, Ashley 
Gray and Stephanie Haroldson, 
Coach Charles Dalager.

The 1920 Minneota semi-professional baseball team warms up before a game. The large crowd gathers to watch along the Yellow 
Medicine River. Contributed photo
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Healing Waters Parish
Augustana, Clarkfield; Bergen, Clarkfield;   St. Lucas 

Lutheran, Cottonwood  
Worship Times: All Bergen, St. Lucas, Augustana 
services will be live streamed at 10 a.m. on Sundays 
and 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday evenings. Please watch 
the website and Facebook for more information.
 
Vicar Raphaela Mueller                   
Church Contact No. 507-776-0909
  

Yellow Medicine 
Lutheran Church

101 Main Street, Hanley Falls
Worship Time:  Sundays at 10 a.m. online; Commu-
nion First Sunday

Annette Sharkey, Secretary, 507-768-3417 

St. Leo Catholic Church
St. Leo, MN

     Thursday, April 9 Check bulletin for Mass times
Saturday, April 11: Check bulletin for Mass times
Sunday,  April 12: Check bulletin for Mass times

Father Craig Timmerman
Associate Pastors Fr. Zachary Peterson and 
Fr. Kenneth Salisbury

Winds of the Prairie Ministry
Bethany Lutheran, Arco and

 Bethany-Elim Lutheran, Ivanhoe
Sunday School Times: No Sunday school Bethany; 

Bethany-Elim.   
Sunday, April 12: Online Church worship see face-

book page.

Pastor Jeff Greathouse
Cell #: 330-234-1317 
pastorghouse@gmail.com
Church Contact No. 507-694-1238
windsministry@gmail.com

Hope Lutheran Church
Minneota

Sunday, April 12: Online Worship
Wednesday, April 15: No Confirmation/GLOW/

Supper; Lenten  Service online.

Church Secretary Chris Pesch: 
hopelutheran87@gmail.com
Church Contact No. 507-872-6446

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Minneota

Sunday, April 12: Online Worship
 
Church Secretary: Chris Pesch
hopelutheran87@gmail.com
Church Contact No. 507-872-6446

Hemnes Lutheran Church
Rural Minneota

Sunday, April 12: No service  
Minneota Manor Worship, 2:30 p.m., fourth Thurs-

day of the month.
 

Pastor Ellen Munter

St. Eloi Catholic Church
Ghent, MN

Thursday, April 9: Check bulletin for Mass times 
     Friday, April 10: Check bulletin for Mass times

Saturday, April 11: Check bulletin for Mass times
Sunday,  April 12:Check bulletin for Mass times
Wednesday, April 15: No School Mass or CCD

    
Father Craig Timmerman  
Associate Pastors Fr. Keith Salisbury and 
Fr. Zachary Peterson 
Church Contact No. 507-428-3285

Bethel Fellowship Church
Hwy 68 - Minneota

Ephesians 2:8 - By grace you are saved.

Sunday Worship: Online go to website to find u-tube 
link
 Wednesday: No Kids’ Zone;  Online Adult Prayer 
Meeting

Pastor Thomas Nomeland    
Contact No. 507-828-1637

St. Edward Catholic Church
   Minneota 
 Thursday, April 9: Check bulletin for Mass times 
     Friday, April 10: Check bulletin for Mass times

Saturday, April 11:Check bulletin for Mass times
Sunday,  April 12:Check bulletin for Mass times
Wednesday, April 15: No School Mass or CCD

Father Craig Timmerman; 
Associate Pastors Fr. Keith Salisbury  
and Fr. Zachary Peterson
Church Contact No. 507-872-6346

Ask the Chief
By Minneota 

Police Chief Bill Bolt

As we near the 2-week mark of the Stay-at-Home order issued 
by Minnesota Governor Waltz, it is important to reflect on what is 
working and what is not.  I am not referring to the virus, but rather 
our relationships with each other - especially our families.

Domestic Violence is extremely dangerous and is often the re-
sult of stress, confinement and the overconsumption of alcoholic 
beverages.  Thankfully, I have not had any domestic assault calls in 
Minneota recently, but as the virus mitigation plan continues the 
stress on families will rise.  The keys to avoiding domestic violence 
can be found all around you.  

Going for walks, exercising, learning a skill or doing chores will 
help vent stress.  

Taking advantage of state programs for lost wages can help ease 
financial burdens.  

Talking to your family about your feelings, fears, and problems 
before they become overwhelming is also a great way to connect 
and to stop things from becoming explosive.  

Finally, limit your consumption of alcoholic beverages.  Don’t 
become intoxicated, because when you do your judgment is great-
ly impaired and you will find yourself saying and doing things 
while drunk that you would never say and do when sober.

Relationship stress

Cherri’s 
Korner
By Cherri Schmig

Easter Dessert
The yellow peeps make eye-

catching flower petals, and care-
fully placed chocolate chips in a 
circular pattern to resemble the 
seeds in the middle of a sun-
flower. This cake is easy, but 
looks quite impressive. 

Happy Easter!
 

Peeps Sunflower Cake
1  yellow cake mix (regular size)
2  cans (16 ounces each) chocolate frosting
19 to 20 yellow chick Peeps candies
1-1/2  cups semisweet chocolate chips (assorted sizes)

1) Prepare and bake cake mix according to package directions, using 
two parchment paper-lined and greased 9-inch round baking pans. Cool 
in pans 10 minutes before removing to wire racks; remove paper. Cool 
completely.

2) If cake layers have rounded tops, trim with a long serrated knife to 
make level. Spread frosting between layers and over top and sides of cake.

3) For petals, arrange Peeps around edge of cake, curving slightly and 
being careful not to separate chicks. For sunflower seeds, arrange choco-
late chips in center of cake.

Services are available for elderly 
during COVID-19

Older adults are among those at greatest risk for the coronavi-
rus and many of the familiar services that help them stay indepen-
dent in their homes may not be available or may offer different or 
more limited services.

The Minnesota Association of Area Agencies on Aging and the 
Minnesota Board on Aging are working together to ensure the 
needs of older Minnesotans are met and respond quickly the in-
creasing and changing needs caused by the pandemic.

Through the administration of Older Americans Act and relat-
ed funds, we are working closely with local community organiza-
tions to target funding to crucial services, such as home-delivered 
meals, grocery shopping and delivery services, virtual caregiver 
support and telephone reassurance for isolated older adults.

These organizations are on the front lines and continue to pro-
vide important services in this challenging environment.

The Senior LinkAge Line (1-800-333-2433) continues to be the 
best source of unbiased and accurate information for older adults 

and caregivers. To supplement that service, we are announcing a 
new online resource finder tool with current information on ser-
vices specific to older adults and caregivers during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

This finder tool is located at HelpOlderAdultsMN.org and is a 
searchable listing of services from across the state. Users can ac-
cess the information through categories of services, such as home-
delivered meals, grocery and drug deliveries, care coordination 
and home care. Search capabilities make it easy to find services 
relatively close to home. Currently the listing includes services 
provided under the Older Americans Act and other readily ac-
cessed information. We will continue to add and update resources 
on a daily basis to make it as complete and up to date as possible.

For more information, contact: Julie Roles, Communications 
Director, Metropolitan Area Agency on Aging by email at jroles@
metroaging.org, or call 651-895-3341.

Energy Program has funds to 
help pay energy bills

As our communities struggle to cope with the challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Minnesota Department of Commerce 
reminds Minnesotans the state’s Energy Assistance Program still 
has funds available for help paying their energy bills.

For those who have not already received help this heating sea-
son, there is still time. The Department of Commerce especially 
encourages newly unemployed, households with young children, 
people with disabilities, veterans and seniors to apply.

“Increasing numbers of Minnesotans are becoming economi-
cally vulnerable due to the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Com-
merce Commissioner Steve Kelley. “Energy Assistance is an im-
portant safety net to help our households stay healthy and safe in 
this challenging time.”

The Energy Assistance Program serves households earning less 
than 50 percent of the state’s median annual income ($52,014 for 
a family of four). It helps low-income homeowners and renters 
with energy bills through grant money paid directly to their utility 
companies or heating fuel vendors.

Last year the Energy Assistance Program served nearly 126,000 
Minnesota households (with approximately 315,000 household 

members), with an average grant of about $545. In addition to 
the initial grant, the program can provide funds to residents who 
are shutoff, facing heat disconnections or needing emergency fuel 
delivery. 

Funds are also available to help eligible homeowners repair or 
replace malfunctioning heating systems.

The Minnesota Commerce Department administers the pro-
gram in partnership with 29 local service providers throughout 
the state.

New applicants have until July 1 to apply, but funding is limited 
and administered on a first-come, first-served basis.

Eligibility is based on household size and income in the most 
recent full calendar month. See the current maximum income 
guidelines for all household sizes here: https://mn.gov/commerce/
consumers/consumer-assistance/energy-assistance/.

Eligible households apply for assistance with the local service 
provider in their area. To receive an application and find your lo-
cal service provider, call the Commerce Department toll-free at 
800-657-3710.

Tips on Avoiding Robocall Scams
As Minnesotans settle into their stay-at-home routines, we are 

more reliant than ever on staying connected through our phones.
Scammers – both individuals and companies – are taking ad-

vantage of the uncertainty and greater use of phones to use illegal 
robocalls to profit from misinformation and Coronavirus-related 
fears.

Despite the fact that few people respond to robocalls, scammers 
only need a few to take the bait for them to make money. They 
may request your personal information such as social security or 
bank account numbers or they may ask victims to purchase gift 
cards to pay for so-called services or fees such as COVID-19 at-
home tests, small business insurance or investment protection.

Here are the best tips to follow to protect you from scams:

•	 DO NOT ANSWER. If you are not familiar with the phone 
number, have the call go directly to voicemail.

•	 HANG UP. Do not press any numbers. The recording might 

say that pressing a number will let you speak to a live opera-
tor who will eventually ask you for money or say they will re-
move you from their call list, but answering will actually lead 
to MORE robocalls.

•	 VERIFY. Do not call any telephone number or go directly to a 
website that you are directed to on the call. You should always 
look up and verify any number or website on Google™ first, 
rather than relying on any information that you are given.

•	 REPORT robocalls at ftc.gov/complaint. The more complaints 
that are filed, the more the FTC can help to stop them and 
share that information with the public and law enforcement. 
If you have any other questions, you can call the Minnesota 
Department of Commerce’s Senior Financial Ombudsman, 
Marty Fleischhacker at 952-237-7571

•	 FIND A CALL BLOCKING APP OR DEVICE. You also can 
ask your phone provider if it has call-blocking tools. To learn 
more, go to ftc.gov/calls.
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116 North Jefferson Street
Minneota

Shop: 507-829-6921
Home: 507-428-3248

Desi Cell: 507-828-8489

Shear Image Hair Salon
Judy Hennen, Owner & Stylist

Walk-Ins Welcome! 

Hours:
 Wednesday: 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Thursday & Friday: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Desi Timmerman, Stylist

Brent Merritt, Partner/Senior Mortgage Consultant

For all your home lending needs

Home Equity Lines 
Debt Consolidation
Home Improvement
Construction Loans

FHA/VA Loans
Rural Development

Home purchase and refinance
ALL Credit Welcome to Apply!

130 1st St. West • Canby
Cell: 612-812-0320
bmerritt@mortgagecapitalmn.com
www.mortgagecapitalmn.com

NMLS #340490  
NMLS #324257

J.D. Pesch, Certified Appraiser

Residential & Agricultural 
Real Estate Appraisals

PO Box 147
 Minneota, MN 56264

jdp.appraiser@gmail.com

507-317-4943

Septic Tank Pumping
Sewer Rooter
Drain Jetting

Porta Potty RentalGhent, MN

Gary Laleman: 
507-530-4405

For plumbing, 
call Spencer Laleman 

at 507-829-3631
Lic # PM086876

Minneota 
Veterinary Clinic

714 E. 1st St.
Minneota, MN 56264

Lynn Buysse, D.V.M
(507) 872-6000 • www.minneotavet.com

Tri-County 
Veterinary Clinic

201 1st St. W. • P.O. Box 357
Taunton, MN 56291

Scott Josephson, D.V.M.
Brady Myers, D.V.M. 

(507) 872-6113
www.tricountyvetclinic.com

106 East 1st Street
Minneota, MN 56264
Hours: Mon. - Fri.: 

7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday: 

7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.; 
Sunday: CLOSED

Gislason’s Ace 
Hardware  &

The Arched Door

Barb, Dave & Pat 507-872-6472
See us on Facebook

email: tr55332@yahoo.com

SEE US FOR YOUR COMPLETE BUILDING NEEDS!
New Homes, Workshops, Additions, Storage Sheds, Garages, 

Livestock Sheds. High Quality Competitive Prices. Custom 
Designed Plans & Drafts. Residential Ag & Commercial Build-

ings. Free Estimates. Materials on Hand

507-872-6147 • 115 W. 1st St. • Minneota, MN 56264

Town and Country 
Home Health Care

507-872-5313 or  
507-872-5300

•	 Home	Health	Aide	
Services			

•	 Occupational	Therapy
•	 Skilled	Nursing	Care															
•	 Physical	Therapy

•	 Coordination	of	Services	
with	Physician	of	your	
choice

•	 Speech	Therapy

To place your ad in this directory call 507-872-6492

  Call today to make an appointment!
           (507) 872-5200

 202 East 1st Street
  MinneotaSTEPHANIE VLAMINCK, 

D.C., CCSP®

“ALIGN YOUR HEALTH”
Chiropractic • Acupuncture • 

Massage • Certified Chiropractic 
Sports Practitioner®

bnbelectric16@yahoo.com

Frank’s
Electric, Plumbing & Heating

(507) 872-5007 ◆ (507) 530-3499 
email: frankselectric@centurytel.net

712 East 1st St.
Minneota, MN 56264

Jeff Sussner
Lic # EA000684

Plumbing
& Heating

Cold Climate
Geo Thermal 
Heat Pumps

Michael R. Thomas D.D.S.
& Associates

Patient Friendly Hours ~ Evening and Friday Appointments
1511 Carlson Street • Marshall, MN

M & Tue.: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.  
W & Th. 8 a.m.-7 p.m.  

Fri. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. www.smiledesignersmn.com
New Patients Welcome! 

507-532-3353

•Cabinetry 
• Countertop 
• Flooring  
• Ceramic Tile
• Window Treatments

Nadine Kor
101 N. Jefferson St. • Minneota 

Store: 507-872-5969 
Cell: 507-530-4320

www.hometownkandb.com

Hours
Tuesdays-Fridays: 

9 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Saturdays: 9 a.m.-Noon
Mondays & Evenings: 

By Appointment
Sundays: Closed

John A. Engels,
Attorney

Real Property Law
Specialist certified by the MSBA

124 N. Jefferson • P.O. Box 477 • Minneota, MN 56264

(507) 872-6234

Jerry’s Therapy 

Call or text 507-530-2029 for an appointment
110 East Second Street • Minneota

www.jerrytherapy.com

LPC Licensed
 Professional Counselor

Jerome Bottelberghe

Call for your spot in the 
professional directory 

today!

Want to get your 
business noticed?

The Mascot
1-507-872-6492

Advertising

Interior Design

Electrical & Plumbing

Dental

Counselor

Professional Directory

Financial Services

Appraisals Hardware & Decor

Veterinary Services

Health Services Hair Salon

Chiropractor

Building Supplies

Rehkamp Horvath 
Funeral Directors

www.rehkamp-horvath.com

Traditional / Contemporary
Burial or Cremation Services

At your time of need or Pre-planning

Your local funeral provider

Quinn M. Horvath, 
Funeral Director, 

Owner

 124 East First Street
 Minneota • (507) 872-6119

Funeral Services Septic Systems

Legal Services
David & Elly Sprik

The choice is yours, local funeral service with integrity. 

Celebrating Life’s Stories & Encouraging Faith

hamiltonfh.com
 Marshall ♦ 507-532-2933

Tree Service
Need large 

nursery trees?
Rye’s Nursery & Tree 

Moving has them! 
4”-10” Diameter

Call Rodney Rye at: 
Cell: 507-829-4614 • Home: 507-296-4488

Rye’s Nursery • Porter, MN
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CLASSIFIED DEADLINES:

MONDAY NOON
Word ads are $7.25 

up to 25 words and then 10 
cents a word after 25.

Thank Yous are the same price as 
word ads or ... put it in a box for 

only $7.00 per column inch. 
Happy ads celebrate an 
anniversary, birthday, 

or graduation.

Mascot • 507-872-6492
office@minneotamascot.com

For Rent
FOR RENT: Westview Apartments have available to 

rent a 2 bedroom apartment at 700 N. Jefferson St. 
Water, sewer, garbage and on-site laundry included.

$475 per month.
If interested, call Steve at 507-530-6272 or 

Kathy at 605-480-1547.

Stay up to date with our 
website 

www.minneotamascot.com

minneotamascot.com

To subscribe, call 507-872-6492 or email: 
office@minneotamascot.com

The Mascot is your leader 
for all your local news 
and sports coverage!

Important Information Regarding Property Assessments
This may affect your 2021 property taxes.

The Board of Appeal and Equalization for Island Lake Township will 
meet on the 16th day of April 2020, at 10:00 a.m., at the Russell Com-
munity Hall.  The purpose of this meeting is to determine whether property 
in the jurisdiction has been properly valued and classified by the assessor.

If you believe the value or classification of your property is incorrect, 
please contact your assessor’s office to discuss your concerns.  If you 
disagree with the valuation of classification after discussing it with your 
Assessor, you may appear before the Local Board of Appeal and Equaliza-
tion. The board will review your value and/or classification and may make 
changes as needed.  You must appeal to the local board before appealing 
to the County Board of Appeal and Equalization.

Due to restrictions presented with COVID-19, Island lake Township 
will hold a Virtual LBAE meeting. Instead of appearing before the Lo-
cal Board you may call 507-823-4347 and speak with the LBAE be-
tween the hours of 10 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Charlotte Thooft
Island lake Township Clerk
507-828-2514

Important Information Regarding Property Assessments
This may affect your 2021 property taxes.

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Appeal and Equalization for 
Grandview Township in Lyon County, MN, shall meet on Wednesday, April 
15th, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. at the Ghent City Hall.  The purpose of this meet-
ing is to determine whether property in the jurisdiction has been properly 
valued and classified by the assessor.  If you believe the value or classifi-
cation of your property is incorrect, please contact your assessor’s office at 
537-6731 to discuss your concerns.  If you disagree with the valuation or 
classification after discussing it with your assessor, you may appear before 
the local board of appeal and equalization.  The board will review your 
assessments and may make corrections as needed.  Generally, you must 
appeal to the local board before appealing to the county board of appeal 
and equalization.  

NOTICE: Due to COVID-19 restrictions, residents will not be al-
lowed to attend the hearing in person.  The hearing will be virtual 
and made public on a “ZOOM” platform. Please call Dawn Vlaminck, 
Ghent City Clerk well in advance of the meeting time at 428-3214 or 
visit www.ghentmn.com for instructions on how to join the meeting 
with your phone or laptop.

Given under my hand of the 30th Day of March, 2020.

Dan VanDendriessche, 
Grandview Township, Clerk

Important Information Regarding Property Assessments
This may affect your 2021 property taxes.

The Board of Appeal and Equalization for Westerheim Township will 
meet on the 15th day of April 2020, at 2:30 PM, at the Minneota City Hall. 
The purpose of this meeting is to determine whether property in the juris-
diction has been properly valued and classified by the assessor.

If you believe the value or classification of your property is incorrect, 
please contact your assessor’s office to discuss your concerns. If you 
disagree with the valuation or classification after discussing it with your 
Assessor, you may appear before the Local Board of Appeal and Equaliza-
tion. The board will review your value and/or classification and may make 
changes as needed. You must appeal to the local board before appealing 
to the County Board of Appeal and Equalization.

Richard F. Bot - Clerk, Westerheim Township

ASSESSMENT NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, That the Board of Review – Equalization 
of the Township of Nordland, in Lyon County, Minnesota, shall meet on 
the 15th day of April, 2020 at 10:30 AM, at Kevin Johnson’s Home.   The 
purpose of this meeting is to determine whether taxable property in the 
township has been properly valued and classified by the assessor, and 
also to determine whether corrections need to be made.  If you believe 
the value or classification of your property is incorrect, please contact your 
assessor’s office to discuss your concerns.  If you are still not satisfied with 
the valuation of classification after conferring with your assessor, you may 
appear before the local board of appeal and equalization..   The board shall 
review this valuation, classification, or both if necessary, and shall correct 
it as needed.   Generally, an appearance before your local board of appeal 
and equalization is required by law before an appeal can be taken to your 
county board of appear and equalization. NOTICE: It’s possible it will be 
a virtual meeting. Contact the clerk if you have questions.

Deb Johnson, Clerk of Nordland Township

Important Information Regarding Property Assessments
This may affect your 2021 property taxes.

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Appeal and Equalization for the 
City of Ghent in Lyon County, MN, shall meet on Tuesday, April 14th, 2020 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Ghent City Hall. The purpose of this meeting is to de-
termine whether property in the jurisdiction has been properly valued and 
classified by the assessor. If you believe the value or classification of your 
property is incorrect, please contact your assessor’s office at 537-6731 to 
discuss your concerns. If you disagree with the valuation or classification 
after discussing it with your assessor, you may appear before the local 
board of appeal and equalization. The board will review your assessments 
and may make corrections as needed. Generally, you must appeal to the 
local board before appealing to the county board of appeal and equaliza-
tion. 

NOTICE: Due to COVID-19 restrictions, residents will not be al-
lowed to attend the hearing in person. The hearing will be virtual 
and made public on a “ZOOM” platform. Please call Dawn Vlaminck, 
Ghent City Clerk at 428-3214 well in advance of the meeting time or 
visit www.ghentmn.com for instructions on how to join the meeting 
with your phone or laptop.

Given under my hand of the 30th Day of March, 2020.

Dawn Vlaminck,
City of Ghent, Administrator/Clerk

HELP WANTED: MOWING 
The City of Minneota is accepting applications for lawn 

mowing summer help for the 2020 season.   Applications 
can be obtained at Minneota City Office, 129 E. 1st Street 
or online at www.minneota.com.  Applications must be re-
ceived by 5 p.m. Wednesday, April 10th, 2020.

Important Information Regarding Property Assessments
This may affect your 2021 property taxes.

The Board of Appeal and Equalization for the City of Minneota will meet 
on the 13th day of April 2020, at 6:30 PM, at the City Hall.  The purpose of 
this meeting is to determine whether property in the jurisdiction has been 
properly valued and classified by the Assessor.

If you believe the value or classification of your property is incorrect, 
please contact your Assessor’s office to discuss your concerns.  If you 
disagree with the valuation or classification after discussing it with your 
Assessor, you may appear before the Local Board of Appeal and Equaliza-
tion.  The board will review your value and/or classification and may make 
changes as needed.  You must appeal to the local board before appealing 
to the County Board of Appeal and Equalization.

NOTICE:  Due to COVID-19 we are making some adjustments to ac-
commodate for those that are concerned about coming to the meeting.  In 
an effort to give everyone the opportunity to appeal we will be accepting 
written requests and also by phone.  If you want to appeal using one of 
these two options please send written request to the City of Minneota, 
129 E 1st St, PO Box 307, Minneota, MN 56264, by email minneotaclerk@
centurytel.net, or call 507-872-6144 to leave a contact number that we may 
call the night of the meeting.   

NOTICE

Nordland Township is requesting gravel bids on 3,000 cubic yards, 
more or less, of screened and also class 5 crushed gravel to be spread on 
township roads by July 1, 2020. These bids will be opened at the clerk’s 
office on April 15th, 2020 at 10 a.m. The board reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids. Submit bids to Deb Johnson, 1356 310th Street,  Min-
neota MN 56264.

Notices

Help Wanted

Bid Notices

Important information regarding property assessments
This may affect your 2021 property taxes. 

The Board of Appeal and Equalization for Swede Prairie Township will 
meet of April 13, 2020 9:00 to 9:30 am. The purpose of this meeting is to 
determine whether property in the jurisdiction has been properly valued 
and classified by the assessor.

If you believe the value or classification of your property is incorrect, 
please contact your assessor’s office to discuss your concerns. if you 
disagree with the valuation of classification after discussing it with your 
assessor, you may appear before the local board of appeal and equaliza-
tion. The board will review you assessments and may make corrections as 
needed. Generally, you must appeal to the local board before appealing to 
the county board of appeal and Equalization.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Swede Prairie Township meet-
ing format has been changed for everyone’s health and safety.

The appeal meeting will be a virtual meeting, therefore, please call 
1-872-240-3212 to connect to the meeting. The access code is 202-
455-701 followed by the # sign. You will attend the meeting via your 
telephone, it is similar to a conference call. The meeting is held on 
April 13, 2020 at 9:00-9:30 am.

Brian Pitzl, Clerk
Swede Prairie Township

Notices

 
 
 
 
 

WHERE THOSE WHO CARE FOR YOU   CARE ABOUT YOU 
WHERE THOSE WHO CARE FOR YOU   CARE ABOUT YOU 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
MinneotaManor 

HealthCare Center 
_______________________ 

Currently laid off or needing some 
extra income?  Come join our team at 
Minneota Manor Health Care Center -
Madison Avenue Apartments – We are 
an essential service and are looking 
for caring individuals to help keep our 
residents/tenants safe and healthy  
 

DUE TO COVID-19 MDH HAS 
WAIVED REQUIREMENTS OF 
C.N.A. CERTIFICATION – WE 

CAN PROVIDE TRAINING FOR 
YOU TO BE EMPLOYED AS A 
C.N.A. – CALL FOR DETAILS 

 
Positions available 

Activity Aide 
RN/LPN 
C.N.A. 

Housekeeping Aide 
Dietary Aide 

Cook 
 

Madison Avenue Apartment  
Resident Care Associate (Aide) 

 
Must be caring, dependable individuals. 
We offer competitive wages, holidays, 
education assistance and 401k. For an 

exciting & rewarding career opportunity, 
apply with us! 

 CONTACT:Business Office (507)872-5300 
kathy@minmanor.com or application 

online @ www.minmanor.com 
P.O. Box 117 * Minneota MN *  56264 EOE 

 
 
 

WHERE THOSE WHO CARE FOR 
YOU   CARE ABOUT YOU 

Important Information Regarding Property Assessments
This may affect your 2021 property taxes.

The Board of Appeal and Equalization for Eidsvold Township will meet 
on the 22nd day of April 2020, at 9:00 AM, at the Minneota Fire Hall.  The 
purpose of this meeting is to determine whether property in the jurisdiction 
has been properly valued and classified by the assessor.

If you believe the value or classification of your property is incorrect, 
please contact your assessor’s office to discuss your concerns.  If you 
disagree with the valuation of classification after discussing it with your 
Assessor, you may appear before the Local Board of Appeal and Equaliza-
tion. The board will review your value and/or classification and may make 
changes as needed.  You must appeal to the local board before appealing 
to the County Board of Appeal and Equalization.

NOTICE:  Due to COVID-19 we are making some adjustments to ac-
commodate for those that are concerned about coming to the meeting.  In 
an effort to give everyone the opportunity to appeal we will be accepting 
written requests and also by phone.  If you want to appeal using one of 
these two options please send written request to Eidsvold Township, c/o 
Laurie Laleman, 3976 140th Ave, Taunton, MN  56291, by email lclale-
man@hotmail.com, or call any of the Township board members to leave a 
contact number that we may call the morning of the meeting.    

Public Notice

The Yellow Medicine River Watershed District is receiving bids for a 
5-year haying contract.

Location: Lake John, Section 36, Norman Township, Yellow Medicine 
County. The site is approximately 20 acres. 

Please submit written bids to the District office, 122 N. Jefferson St. Min-
neota, MN 56264, by 9:00 a.m. April 20th. The bids will be opened and 
awarded at the regular April board meeting on April 20, 2020. 

The Watershed Board reserves the right to reject all bids, and to reject 
any bids that do not meet bid specifications. All bids must be in writing and 
delivered by the specified time. Please call the office with any questions. 
507-872-6720.

RESIDENTS OF Alta Vista Township PLEASE TAKE NOTICE

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the governor’s executive orders, 
this is to notify you that the local Board of Apeal and Equalization meet-
ing scheduled on April 9th, 2020, at the Alta Vista Town Hall from 1:30 to 
2:30 p.m. is cancelled and changed to a virtual meeting format.  The virtual 
meeting format allows you as a taxpayer and property owner of Alta Vista 
Township  to call the toll free telephone number listed below; enter the 
participation code listed below which will give you access to the meeting 
from your personal location.   At that official meeting your concerns will 
be addressed and a determination made.  Toll Free Telephone Number: 
877-594-8353 Participation Code: 28426345, the # sign

City of Taunton
Invitation to Bid

 Street Reconstruction

The City of Taunton is requesting sealed bids on a gravel street recon-
struction project.

Bids to include 2’ sub cut, stock pile material.  Furnish and installation 
of a geotextile road fabric installed and covered with material to manufac-
turer’s design.  Furnish and install a weep tile [4’’ minimum] imbedded in 
rock [not to exceed 1’’ diameter] both sides of cut, sloped to meet existing 
tile and tie in. Furnish and haul in new material suitable to facilitate rebuild 
to grade, with the top 12” at minimum to be Class 5 gravel.

Please specify fabric and materials to be used to cover and rebuild road 
to grade.  

Areas to be rebuilt as follows:

• Quincy Street:  1st to 2nd plus 100’ of 2nd Street.  
 24’ road surface-approximately 425’
• Grant Street:  1st to 2nd Street Intersection
 24’ road surface – approximately 370’
• Grant Street: 2nd Street through 3rd Street Intersection
 24’ road surface – approximately 420’
• Lincoln Street:  2nd to 3rd Street plus
 24’ road surface – approximately 535’

Please bid Geotextile road fabric and installation as a separate line item 
bid. 

Please bid weep tile as a separate line item bid.
Sealed bids will be due by May 4th 2020.
Mail to City of Taunton, Po Box 337, Taunton Mn. 56291
Any inquiries to Mike Breyfogle@ [507-828-2664]

The City of Taunton reserves the right to reject any and or all bids
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Mascot
507-872-6492 • www.minneotamascot.com

inneota 

Due to the COVID-19 threat, the Minneota Mascot 
office will have limited hours for the protection of 

our employees and the public. 
Monday & Tuesday 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 

Wednesday 9 a.m. -12 p.m. 
Thursday & Friday closed. 

Merlin
Pet Owners: Andy, Sarah & 

Emma Sik

Breed: Khao Manee

Age: 10 years

Favorite Activities: Playing, 
cuddling and drinking water out of 

glasses without getting caught!
Tri-County Veterinary Clinic
201 1st Street W. • Taunton 507-872-6113

Showcase your pet!
Send us or bring in a 

favorite photo of your pet for a chance 
to become our “Pet of the Week”.

It’s free!
Include your name, your pet’s 

name, the type of breed, age, and 
pet’s favorite activity.

Send to: Minneota Mascot, 
P.O. Box 9, Minneota, MN 56264 or email 

editor@minneotamascot.com

Student of the Week
Hannah Brewers

Parents: 
Josh & 

Shannon Brewers

Grade: 12
Hobbies/Extracurricular: 
FCCLA, Trap Shooting, Musi-

cals

872-5195 • Minneota 
www.ufpi.com

118 First St. 
Minneota 
872-6374 

CURBSIDE PICK-UP 
STARTING SOON!

We are open for curbside pick-
up to-go orders from 5-8 p.m., 

Monday - Saturday. 
We have a limited 

take-out menu. 

507-828-1637 • First St. • Minneota

Happy Easter!

Bethel Fellowship Church would like wish you 
a blessed Easter and to let you know that we 

are praying for you all. 

He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 
2 I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him I will trust.” 3 Surely He 

shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler And from the perilous pestilence. 4 He shall cover you 
with His feathers, And under His wings you shall take refuge.

If there is any way we can serve you during this trying time, 
we are here to serve you. 

Feel free to call us with any specific prayer requests you may 
have. 

You can view our Sunday messages at bethelfellowship-
church.com (Activate at the top of the page “Church Online”)

Dollars for Scholars awarded virtually
Hennen, Sanow, Rabaey win Andersen-Christianson scholarships

By Scott Thoma

With school closed during the pandemic, the Minneota Dollars 
for Scholars Scholarship Program was broadcast online Sunday 
afternoon.

The Dollars for Scholars Committee gathered in a group of less 
than 10 at the school to announce the winners of the scholarships 
virtually.

“It was important to the Minneota Dollars for Scholars Com-
mittee that the senior scholarships be awarded at the scheduled 
time and date,” said Dollars for Scholars President Sue Buysse.

Since Minneota Dollars for Scholars began this program in 
2001, over $245,000 has been awarded to Minneota graduates.

Every senior that applies for a Minneota Dollars for Scholars 
Scholarship receives money to further their education, provided 
they meet all criteria. Thirty-nine students from the class of 2020 
received a total of 76 scholarships.  

Each scholarship has certain criteria which are followed when 
selecting the recipient.  Some of those criteria might be the field of 
study the student is pursuing. They may also be awarded based on 
things the student has already done, such as community service 
projects or participation in school events such as athletics, drama, 
or music.

The virtual event was kicked off with the announcement of the 
Andersen-Christianson Athletic and Musical Awards by Keven 
Larson and John Voit, respectively.

The Andersen-Christianson Awards are not chosen by the Dol-
lars for Scholars Committee, but all other scholarships are.

Bob Anderson, a 1966 Minneota graduate, and Tom Christian-
son, a 1968 Minneota graduate, were killed in a car accident 50 
years ago. Each were heavily involved in sports and music, and 
those awards have been named in their honor.

Recipients of the Andersen-
Christianson Athletic Awards 
must have participated in two or 
more sports, is a positive leader 
both on and off the field of play, 
and follow all rules and regula-
tions.

The female recipient this year 
is Morgan Hennen, while Cole 
Sanow is the male recipient.

Cecilia Rabey was the winner 
of the Andersen-Christianson 
Music Award, which is awarded 
to a senior who participates, 
shows leadership, and is dedi-
cated to the music program and 
community.  

There were three new scholar-
ships awarded this year: Craig 
Ahmann Memorial Scholar-
ship, MMA Van Vooren Me-
morial Scholarship and CTE 
Educational Scholarship.

“A big thank you to these new 
scholarship sponsors,” said  Buysse.

“Stay strong, Class of 2020. We’re thinking about you. We miss 
you. Hang in there and we will see you soon,” said High School 
Principal Jeremy Frie in conclusion of the virtual program.

And the 2020 winners are:

•	 Andersen-Christianson	Athletic	Award: Morgan Hennen, 
Cole Sanow.

•	 Andersen-Christianson	Music	Award: Cecilia Rabaey
•	 Dale	Yost	Memorial	Scholarship: Grady Moorse
•	 Minneota	Rotary	Educational	Scholarship: Natalie Bot, Ja-

cob Haen, Cecilia Rabaey
•	 Thurmond	 T.	Thurmond	 Scholarship: Molly Krog, Katie 

Konold, Tara Thooft, Emily Rybinski, Rachel Vlaminck
•	 Franz	Nelson	Agriculture	Scholarship	 (Swede	Home	Lu-
theran	Church): Cole Sanow

•	 Nels	and	Junina	Nelson	Medical	Scholarship	(Swede	Home	
Lutheran	Church): Grady Moorse

•	 Friends	 of	 Swede	 Home	 Lutheran	 Church	 Scholarship: 
Morgan Hennen 

•	 Emily	Ufkin	Memorial	Scholarship: Nolan Boerboom
•	 Musser	Environmental	Consulting	Inc.	Scholarship: Faith 

Traen, Paige Welsh 

•	 Donny	Belaen	Memorial	Scholarship: Logan Sussner, Tate 
Walerius

•	 State	Bank	of	Taunton	Scholarship: Zoe DeBoer 
•	 Curt	Breyfogle	Memorial	Scholarship: Logan Sussner
•	 CTE	Educational	Scholarship: Kim Bloch
•	 Minneota	Wrestling	Scholarship: Blake Reiss
•	 Van	Vooren	MMA	Memorial	Scholarship: Jacob Haen
•	 Educators	of	Tomorrow	Scholarship: Anne Gruenes
•	 Universal	Forest	Products	Achievement	Scholarship: Tate 

Walerius, Jackson Jeremiason
•	 Southwest	Sportsmen’s	Club	Scholarship: Madison Schol-

ten, Hannah Brewers
•	 PEO	Chapter	AS	Scholarship: Molly Krog
•	 Lyon	County	Farm	Bureau	Scholarship: Riley Buysse
•	 Knights	of	Columbus	Educational	Scholarship: Cecilia Ra-

baey
•	 Craig	Ahmann	Memorial	Scholarship: Reese Gillund
•	 Rev.	Richard	and	Mavis	Erickson	&	Family	Scholarship	(in	
memory	of	Mark	and	Mary	Ann	Full): Hannah Brewers

•	 Minneota	 Manor	 Scholarship: Merissa Traen, Madison 
Scholten

•	 Ruth	 M.	 Przymus	 Memorial	 Scholarship: Sean Dilley, 
Brenden Kimpe

•	 Eagles	Scholarship: Avery DeVlaeminck, Elizabeth Voit
•	 Marjorie	A.	Pesch	Teacher’s	Scholarship: Tara Thooft
•	 Bank	of	the	West	Employee	Scholarship: Ali DeVlaeminck
•	 Joseph	R.	Fischer	Memorial	Scholarship: Parker Eischens
•	 4.0	Bus	Service	Scholarship: Mackenzie Vierstraete
•	 Ufkin	Family	Memorial	Scholarship: Natalie Bot, Jackson 

Jeremiason, Katie Landrus
•	 Prairie	 Winds	 Wellness	 Educational	 Scholarship: Alex 

Saltzer
•	 AgPlus	Educational	Scholarship: Cole Sanow
•	 Schwan’s	Company	Scholarship: Austin Kloos
•	 Dollars	for	Scholars	Scholarships: Kim Bloch, Nolan Boer-

boom, Riley Buysse, Hannah Brewers, Ali DeVlaeminck, 
Avery DeVlaeminck, Sean Dilley, Reese Gillund, Anna Gru-
enes, Morgan Hennen, Jackson Jeremiason, Brenden Kimpe, 
Austin Kloos, Katie Konold, Katie Landrus, Kalob Regnier, 
Kolby Regnier, Blake Reiss, Emily Rybinski, Alex Saltzer, 
Madison Scholten, Madison Sorenson, Marissa Traen, Ra-
chel Vlaminck, Elizabeth Voit.

If	anyone	has	any	questions	or	would	like	to	start	a	scholar-
ship,	please	email	Sue	Buysse	at	sue.buysse@minneotaschools.
org.

Student of the Week
Kaci Callens

Parents: 
Charlie & 

Rhonda Callens

Grade: 9
Hobbies/Extracurricular: 

FCCLA, robotics and golf

872-5195 • Minneota 
www.ufpi.com

Left	to	right:	Morgan	Hennen	and	Cole	Sanow	were	each	awarded	the	Andersen-Christianson	
Athletic	Award.	Cecilia	Rabaey	was	awarded	the	Andersen-Christianson	Music	Award.	These	
and	many	other	seniors	were	awarded	various	scholarships,	see	list.
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